Due to mercury's volatility
and potential for inhalation,

spilled mercury should be
cleaned up as quickly and
thoroughly as possible.
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For spills of less than two tablespoons:

L

CAUTION

Mercury Viapors

EVACUATE THE SPILL AREA: Before people leave, be
sure that their shoes, clothing, and other articles have not
been splashed with mercury. Secure the scene (use barrier
tape if necessary) and restrict admission to only those
persons necessary to clean up the spill. Children and pets
should be kept clear of the spill area.

LOWER the TEMPERATURE by turning down the
thermostat. The cooler the temperature, the less mercury
vapors that will be released into the air. [For example, a
temperature increase from 64.4°F to 78.8°F will double
mercury’s vapor pressure.|] Remember that mercury vapors
are odorless and colorless.

. TURN OFF VENTILATING OR AIR CONDITIONING

SYSTEMS that could circulate air from the spill area to
other parts of the building

CLOSE INTERIOR DOORS leading to other inside areas
and open exterior doors and windows.

CAUTION: Mercury vapors are readily
absorbed through the lungs into the
bloodstream and are, therefore, particularly
hazardous. In extreme situations, even very
small amounts of metallic mercury (several
drops) may raise air concentrations to

levels that may be harmful to human health. Mercury vapors
are also heavier than air and may linger in higher
concentrations close to the floor. Children that crawl or play in
these areas are at highest risk to exposure.

5.

7.

DETERMINE IF THE SPILL MUST BE REPORTED under
federal, state, or local reporting requirements. Note: It is
recommended that any mercury spill equal to or greater
than | pound (more than two tablespoons) impacting the
environment, i.e., groundwater and surface water, or that
threatens public health, be reported immediately.

CONTAIN THE SPILL: Surround or block off the mercury
to keep it from spreading onto sloped or porous surfaces.
Divert all mercury away from floor drains, cracks, or
crevices that may impact groundwater, surface water, and
soils.

VENTILATE THE ROOM to the outdoors. (Use fans to
force air circulation for a minimum of one hour after clean
up). In an office building, increase the air exchange rate for
one day. The danger of mercury exposure is greatest in
small, confined, poorly ventilated areas. Avoid

!

breathing any dust, vapors, mist, or gas. Avoid contact with
eyes, skin. and clothing.

NEVER USE A HOUSEHOLD VACUUM CLEANER OR SHOP VAC TO
CLEAN UP MERCURY! (THESE DEVICES ARE NOT ADEQUATELY
FILTERED AND WILL SPREAD MERCURY VAPORS. )

»-

Special mercury vacuums are commercially available for
larger spills but require advanced training to operate
properly. When necessary, they may be obtained by
contacting local universities or environmental health
departments or provided for a fee by professional spill
remediation contractors.

8. ASSEMBLE CLEAN UP SUPPLIES or obtain a mercury

spill kit. Mercury spill kits are commercially available and
convenient, but not absolutely necessary to clean up a
small mercury spill.

The following are some common household articles that
could be used to construct an in-home mercury cleanup
kit:

ecye dropper

egoggles enapkins

*paper towel eplastic bags with zipper seal

eplastic container with lid  eplastic dust pan

eplastic sheeting epowdered sulfur *1

epowdered zinc *2 erubber gloves

erubber squeegee esyringe without needle

etape; wide. duct, or
masking

etray or box

eflashlight

etrash bags
ewide mouth container

*1- visualizes mercury by turning from yellow to brown and forms
mercuric sulfide. Dusting the area with this powder also reduces
MEFCUry Vapors,

*2- amalgamates (bonds with) mercury.

Nore: Used items are to be double-bagged and disposed
of in accordance with slate and local requirements.

. DRESS APPROPRIATELY: Remove all jewelry from hands

and wrists so the mercury does not combine (amalgamate)
with the precious metals. Change into old clothes and
shoes that can be safely discarded should they happen to
become contaminated. Put on rubber gloves and goggles
or salety glasses.

NEVER USE A BROOM ON A MERCURY SPILL BECAUSE IT WILL ONLY
SCATTER THE MERCURY DROPLETS, MAKING THEM HARDER TO FIND
AND PICK UP.









